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Pastor’s Porch 
Twilight’s Gentle Pause 
Twilight Wisdom 
     Howard Thurman once wrote about “twilights, radiant and glowing skies, 
and endless landscapes.” He wasn’t describing a vacation or a scenic 
overlook. He was naming a spiritual truth. 

     Twilight is that in-between space—not full day, not full night—where one thing loosens its grip 
and another has not yet arrived. Thurman called it “the creative isthmus joining day with night,” a 
pause built into creation itself. Without twilight, he suggested, life would be overwhelmed by too 
much light or too much darkness. 
     That image feels especially true right now. 
     So many of us move quickly from one season to the next—one demand, one expectation, one 
responsibility after another. We tell ourselves we’ll rest later. We’ll reflect later. We’ll breathe later. 
And yet, Thurman reminds us that when life becomes hectic, we often forget where our strength 
truly comes from. 
     Twilight interrupts that forgetting. 
     It invites us to slow down—not because we are failing, but because we are human. It reminds us 
that we are sustained not by constant motion, but by rhythms older and deeper than our striving. 
Day gives way to night. Night returns to day. And through it all, God’s life continues to breathe 
through radiant skies and endless landscapes. 
     Thurman believed that even when cities rise and fall, even when fear and exhaustion take their 
toll, creation continues to “trumpet its glory to the God of Life.” The light remains—not because 
everything is healed, but because God is faithful. 
     To remember this, Thurman wrote, is to safeguard each day with “the margin of strength that 
invades the soul.” Not endless energy. Not perfect clarity. Just enough strength for the next step. 
     As we move forward together, I hope we learn to honor those twilight moments—the pauses, the 
in-between, the places where clarity hasn’t fully arrived. They are not wasted time. They are holy 
ground. And often, they are where God meets us with the strength we need to keep going. 
     Just as twilight reveals the world slowly and gently, Epiphany invites us to notice how God’s 
wisdom becomes visible over time—in ordinary people and imperfect communities. This Epiphany, 
we celebrate God’s light revealing the wisdom and work of the Holy Spirit. Wisdom Made Visible 
invites us to see that God’s wisdom is not revealed through power or perfection, but through 
everyday faithfulness, shared life, and real places. 
     During Epiphany, the words of 1 Corinthians remind us that God’s light shows up in real places—
calling us to live, grow, and bear witness together. 
 
Peace in God’s Love,  
Pastor Elizabeth  
 
 
 
January Worship Schedule 
Epiphany: Wisdom Made Visible 
 God’s wisdom revealed in real people, real places, and everyday faithfulness 
January 4 – God Meets Us Where We Live 
 Scripture: Jeremiah 31:7–9, 12–14; John 1:1–5, 14, 16 
Focus Verses: “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.” — John 
1:5 “Their life shall become like a watered garden, and they shall never languish again.” — 
Jeremiah 31:12b–13a 
January 11 – The Great Reversal 
 Scripture: Matthew 3:13–17; Acts 10:34–43 
 Guest Preacher: Rev. Jeffrey Phillips 
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From the Desk of the Chair… 
“Call to me, and I will answer you, and will show you great and difficult things, 

which you don’t know.” –Jeramiah 33:3 
 

As we round out the Twelve Days of Christmas with the Eve of Epiphany upon on, let us not 
forget the Reason for the Season---Jesus. With Him, Faith, Love, Acceptance and 

Forgiveness are all possible.   
 

Each one of you attends service for your own personal reasons. At YCUCC, we have a long history of 
community and a strong sense of “family” within the church walls. Over the next month, I encourage each of 
you to reach out to someone you don’t know and share one of Jesus’ teachings. Change your seat, share 
coffee with a friend (new and/or old ) call someone you’ve noticed hasn’t been here in a while (or let a Care 
Team member know of their absence). “We are most like Jesus when we choose to do the less-than-
beautiful, unseen, hidden work.”  
 
The process of becoming a WISE (Welcoming, Inclusive, Supportive, Engaged) Congregation for Mental 
Health is underway. This will let those in the community living with mental health challenges, the 
neurodivergent community, and substance abuse challenges know we are a safe environment for worship.  
Our WISE committee has written our covenant. Now begins the important work of awareness. This will be on-
going in the months to come. 
 
The Little Pantry and Little Library are both still serving our community quite well. Items are rotated weekly.  
Donations are welcomed and appreciated (bins are at the back of the sanctuary). 
 
For our Furry friends: a change has been made to the Safe Church Policy 
 
Animals in the Building 
Service animals and Emotional Support Animals (Dogs) (ESA) are allowed to accompany individuals inside 
the building as needed. ESA dogs are allowed in all areas except where food is served. Pets are not allowed 
in the building. 
 

“We love him because he first loved us.” –1 John 4:19 
 
Upcoming events to be aware of: 
Jan 4: Grief Group—1130AM 
Jan 11: AED training—1200 noon 
Jan 15: Calendar meeting—630pm 
Jan 16: Daybreak Lunch 
Jan 19: MLK Day of Service—10Am-2pm 
Jan 25: Chili Cook off/game night 
 
 
As always, do not hesitate to reach out for any specific comments or concerns. 
Blessings, 
Carrie DeFuss 
SLT Chairperson 

Wisdom Made Visible (Epiphany Sermon Series)  
January 18: Called Before Clarity 
 Scripture: John 1:35–42; 1 Corinthians 1:1–9  
Focus Verses: “The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus.” — John 1:37 
 “God is faithful; by him you were called into the partnership of his Son.” — 1 Corinthians 1:9 
January 25 – Wisdom That Calls Us Together 
 Scripture: 1 Corinthians 1:10–18; Matthew 4:12–20 
Focus Verses: “For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to 
us who are being saved it is the power of God.” — 1 Corinthians 1:18 
 “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of people.” — Matthew 4:19 
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Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come. The old 
has gone, the new is here. -2 Corinthians 5:17  

 
 Care team is here for you. To listen, encourage, assist in your  ideas 

and plans for the new year, 2026.   
 

Contact Pastor Elizabeth, Carrie DeFuss, or Salli Walden. 

MISSIONS MINISTRY NEWS 
January 2026 

 

The A.I.D. (Association for Individual Development) Christmas Tree netted $1,315.00. A big thank 
you to all who helped make this happen. Thanks to each of you. 

 
Our 5 for 5 Mission, “The Christmas Funday” at the time of this printing has not been completed. We 

will have a total next month.  
 

Our next Soup Sunday will be on January 18th. Proceeds will benefit the LaSalle Veterans Home in 
LaSalle, IL. Look for a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in the Narthex.  

 
Mark your calendars for the February Soup Sunday on the 15th! Proceeds will go to Senior Services 

in Yorkville.  

What’s for Dinner? 
Join us for dinner every Wednesday  

from 5:00-6:30 pm! 
 

January 7th– Spaghetti 
January 14th– Spaghetti 

January 21st– Tacos 
January 28th– Sloppy Joes 
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Join us for BINGO the first Thursday of the 
month!  
1:00 pm  

Fellowship Hall 
No RSVP needed! 

Feeling cranky and unfriendly? 
Please don’t sign up to greet 

 

But if you’re feeling your usual smiling, friendly self, then PLEASE DO sign up to 
greet people arriving for worship. You can sign up for one or more Sundays on the 

bulletin board in the Narthex. It’s an easy job. All you have to do is smile, maybe open 
the door, shake hands, and say hello to those arriving. You’re going to know almost 
all of the people and find they are also very friendly. That makes the job really easy! 

 

If someone you don’t know comes in, there will be a member of the Outreach Ministry 
nearby to help you out. They will make sure the visitor gets a welcome packet, a  

bulletin, a tour of the building if they want one, and even someone to sit with them. 
 

You just have to keep being your pleasant, smiling, friendly self. 
It’s really easy. Please give it a try and sign up soon. 

We understand that grief doesn’t have a timeline. We’ve added a grief   
support group on the first Sunday of the month after worship. All are    

available to attend. Speak with Pastor Elizabeth for more information.  
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Caring for Our Earth During the Holidays           
When: Thanksgiving through Mid-January 

Where: Look for labeled boxes in church entrance 
RECYCLING THESE ITEMS       

OLD/ BROKEN/ UNWANTED HOLIDAY LIGHT STRINGS 
Tie up, or bag up light strings  

 

 
 
 

POLYSTYRENE (STYROFOAM) PRODUCTS  (RECYCLING SYMBOL #6) 
 
 
 
 

Examples 
CLEAN Packaging Materials - shaped or molded  

Styrofoam food service containers  
Cups, plates, bowls, take-out containers 

 
Guidelines for Recycling Foam Products:  

Rinse cups and containers to rid them of food.    
Place foam in a large plastic bag 

NO straws or lids 
NO foam insulation 

NO packaging peanuts 
Items may be brought in plastic bags 

                                                      
This environmental project is sponsored by YCUCC's Green Team, who will be responsible for taking all of 

the dropped off materials to companies that will recycle the used items.  

 
Next meeting will be  Monday January 5, 2026, 6:30 p.m. at the church.  

Green Team will meet to talk about and plan for the New Year.    
You are invited to join us and share your ideas! 

Food needed for lunch at Daybreak shelter Jan. 16 
It will be YCUCC’s turn to provide lunch at Daybreak Homeless Shelter on 
Friday, Jan. 16. Many, many church members contributed to lunch at  
Daybreak Homeless Shelter in November. 
 
The menu will again be sloppy joe on buns, with green beans, applesauce, 
potato chips and dessert. The potato chips have been provided but a number 
of food items are still needed. If you would be willing to provide three pounds of sloppy joe, buns, 
applesauce, green beans or dessert, let Kathy Farren (ednpub@earthlink.net) know. 
 
Lots of church members contributed to the November lunch at Daybreak. They are Ellie Gentile, 
Sandy deRidder, Anne Engelhardt, Linda Melhouse, Jill Mickelson, Mary McCracken, Connie 
Pierrepoint, Sandy Lindblom, Brian Bazan, Gail and Fred Gaebler, Sue Kimes and Robin Campos. 
Brian also joined Salli and Duane Walden and Kathy Farren to serve the lunch. Many thanks to all of 
you. 

http://p.m.at
mailto:ednpub@earthlink.net
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                   Join us for Remembrance Sunday 
January 18th at 10:00am 

 

In the embrace of God’s eternal grace, Yorkville  
Congregational United Church of Christ will gather in  

person and online to celebrate the lives of those who died 
in 2025. The members of YCUCC who died will be named 

and commemorated during the service. The service will 

feature prayers, a homily and uplifting music.  
 

If you are participating remotely, please have a candle at 
home to light during the service to commemorate the life of 

people you loved. 
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Save the Date! 
 

February 1st 
After Worship 

 
All donations will benefit 

the youth retreat to Tower 
Hill in June! 
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A Prayer for the New Year– Howard Thurman 
Grant that I may pass through 
The coming year with a faithful heart. 
There will be much to test me and to make weak my strength before the year ends. In my  
confusion I shall often say the word that is not true and do the thing of which I am ashamed. 
There will be errors of the mind and great inaccuracies of judgement which shall render me 
the victim of my own stupidities. In seeking the light, I shall again and again find myself walk-
ing in darkness. I shall mistake my light for Thy light and I shall shrink from the responsibility 
of the choice I make.  All of these things, and more, will be true for me because I have not 
yet learned how to keep my hand in Thy hand. 
Nevertheless, grant that I may pass through the coming year with a faithful heart. May I nev-
er give the approval of my heart to error, to falseness, to weakness, to vainglory, to sin. 
Though my days be marked with failures, stumblings, fallings, let my spirit be free so that 
Thou mayset take it and redeem my moments in all the ways my needs reveal.  Give me the 
quiet assurance of Thy Love and Thy Presence. 
Grant than I may pass through 
The coming year with a faithful heart. 
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Solar Panels Production and Savings 
Our first set of solar panels on the south side of the church went operational 6/2/22, and the second 
set of solar panels on the west side went operational 7/15/24.  Here are some answers to the     
questions about how much energy are YCUCC’s solar panels producing and what savings have we 
been receiving. 
 

Here is a chart that shows the church’s annual electric energy use, and where we are getting the  
energy from. The church consumes about 83 megawatt hours (MWh) of electric energy per year, 
and the solar panels generate roughly 29.1 MWh of that amount and the remaining 53.9 MWh is the 
electricity that we are billed for. This means that our solar panels are producing 35% of our total 
electric usage, which results in an estimated savings of about $3,050 per year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The original south-facing panels capture more sun and produce 20.5% of our usage, while the    
second phase west-facing panels produce about 14.5% of our usage. This production is on track 
with the expectations of our energy consultant. 
 

The next chart shows the solar panels’ energy production by month. 
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As you might suspect, the solar panels’ production goes way down in the late fall and winter months 
but goes way up in the late spring and summer months. Peak production has been 3.3 MWh in 
June, but December production was only .9 MWh. 
 
Before looking at this next graph, can you guess in what months our solar panels produced the 
greatest and the smallest percentage of the electric energy we use. Not surprisingly, the smallest 
percentage is produced in December (13%), but the greatest percentage is not in the summer but is 
in May (59%). That is because the summer air conditioning uses much more electricity than the   
additional energy produced by the solar panels. 

Here are some additional fun facts that come from our Enphase (the company that monitors the   
solar panels’ electrical production) reports. 
 
So far, as of the end of September 2025, the energy produced by our solar panels has resulted in a 
51.2 ton reduction of carbon dioxide, which is equivalent to planting  861 trees; and the energy    
produced would be enough to charge 6.2 million phones. 
 
In addition to the solar energy our own panels produce, a major portion of our imported electric    
energy supply is also solar powered, coming from the Clearway Community Solar farms. But the 
distribution and transmission charges continue to increase along with our usage, resulting in high 
electric bills.  So we must continue to ask and act on "What can we do at YCUCC to help reduce our 
energy needs?" 
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Fred Anderson 
Deb Bezroukoff 
Rick Falato 
Gayle Jacobs 
Wyatt Jones 
Jonathan Lamp 
Finley Walker 

Health Concerns: 

 

Those Grieving: 

Those in Cancer Treatment: 

Pearl Undesser 

General Concerns: 

 

The Prochaska Family 
The Mendell Family 
The Hughes Family 
 
 

Homebound/Assisted Living: 
Fred Anderson, Delores Cruise, Pat Dietz, Dave Encinas, Gayle Jacobs,  
and Fred Wayne 
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Second Sunday after Christmas  
WHITE  
John 1: 1-9, 10-18 
 
Baptism of Christ 
WHITE  
Matthew 3:13-17 
 
Second Sunday after the Epiphany 
GREEN  
John 1:29-42 
 
Third Sunday after the Epiphany  
GREEN  
Matthew 4:12-23 

January Birthdays 

Alan Haan 01 
Annabella Goldman 01 
Megan Frisk 03 
Tom Lindblom 05 
Jenna Yabsley 06 
Sandy deRidder 08 
Nancy Kolowski 10 
Alex Mulligan 11 
Sandy Lindblom 12 
Tony Houle 12 
Louise DeFuss 13 
Ruth Morello 14 
Mia Skinner 14 
Duane Walden 15 
Ron Bezroukoff 17 
Pam Hamblin 19 
Joe Wayne 19 
Molly Davis 19 
Luke DeFuss 20 
Nick Campos 21 
Roxie Houle 21 
Kelly Fischer 29 

Date Acolytes Liturgists Sermon Titles 

1/04 ON BREAK TBD God Meets Us Where We Live 

1/11 Jacob DeFuss TBD The Great Reversal 

1/18 Penelope Skinner John Morello Called Before Clarity 

1/25 Chelsea Skinner TBD Wisdom That Calls Us Together 

January Anniversaries 

1/02 Jeff & Julie Kline 48 Years 
1/11 Craig & Magdalena Emmert 25 Years 
1/25 Scott & Leslie Hart 29 Years 
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Yorkville Congregational Church 
United Church of Christ 

 

409 Center Parkway 
Yorkville, IL 60560 

Phone: (630) 553-7308 
E-Mail: adminasst@yorkvilleucc.org 

Web Page: www.yorkvilleucc.org 

January 2026 

Our Mission Statement  
To live as Jesus lived:  Love without Judgement, Welcome without Exception,  

Serve with Compassion, Teach by Example.  
 

Our Vision Statement 
God’s community of unconditional love, made real for everyone, everywhere. 

 

Open & Affirming Covenant 
YCUCC is an open and affirming congregation that seeks to meet each child of God—persons from the full diversity of 

creation including gender, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, physical and intellectual ability, age, race, 
nationality, economic and social status, faith background, marital standing and family structure—where they are on life’s 

journey as together we seek to transform all our lives through Christ’s Gospel. 

 Watch our church services on the internet!! 

Facebook: Click here  OR 

1.  Go to our YCUCC             
               Facebook page. 
2.  Click on the videos tab 
              on the left side of the          
              home page. 
3.  Scroll down to select          
               the appropriate   
              sermon  date. 
4.  Click the arrow to view 
              the sermon video. 

Website: Click here OR 

1.  Go to our                                       
               YorkvilleUCC.org  
                home page. 
2.   Click on the Worship/        
               Media Tab. 
3.  Scroll down to select            
              the appropriate sermon 
             date. 
4.  Click the arrow to view   
             the sermon video. 

YouTube.com: Click here OR 

1.  Go to the search bar. 
2.  Type in "Yorkville                    
             Congregational United                         
           Church of Christ". 
3.  Click on the channel. 
4.  Select the appropriate             
       sermon date. 
5.  Click the arrow to view the 
        sermon video. 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/yorkvilleucc/videos/?ref=page_internal
http://yorkvilleucc.org/media/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNpDt_3tB1VbyNbsiihhv_g

