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Pastor’s Porch
Walk in the Way — Advent 2025
Years ago, when | was serving as a youth pastor, | walked into church one
| morning and was met immediately at the front desk with an urgent question:
“Do you know who stole Baby Jesus?” Apparently, the Baby Jesus from our
- nativity had vanished. People were checking classrooms, rummaging through
prop bins, and peeking under pews as if He might simply reappear. Some were certain the youth
group was involved. | checked with them, but | got refrains of “Who me couldn’t be?” and | replied
“Then who?” “IDK,” they said. Baby Jesus remained missing for quite a while. Then, right before |
left that church, a parent quietly pulled me aside. They said, with a mix of embarrassment and
tenderness, “We found Him... in our daughter’s closet.”

Teen girls had lovingly carried Baby Jesus off after a pageant rehearsal, wrapped Him in a
blanket, and tucked Him safely away. He had been in that closet for years. But here’s the thing:
finding Him in a closet didn’t make the story any less meaningful. Because the deeper truth
remained:

Jesus was never truly missing.
No one can steal Jesus.
We carry Him wherever we go.

Christ shows up in unexpected places: in cluttered closets, in weary hearts, in quiet corners of
our lives where we least expect Him.

This is the heart of our Advent theme this year: Walk in the Way. Christ walks with us, and we
carry Christ—each step, each breath, each act of love.

As we begin this journey, | invite you to listen with me to the words of Howard Thurman:

“When the song of the angels is stilled,
When the star in the sky is gone,
When the kings and princes are home,
When the shepherds are back with their flock,
The work of Christmas begins:

To find the lost,

To heal the broken,

To feed the hungry,

To release the prisoner,

To rebuild the nations,

To bring peace among the people,

To make music in the heart.”

Thurman’s poem tells us that Christmas is not an ending—it is a beginning. It is the moment
when we take the light we have received and carry it into the world. That is why each Sunday of
Advent we will sing the refrain “I Am the Light of the World”—a hymn drawn from Thurman’s spirit
and rooted in Jesus’ promise: “Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness but will have the light
of life.” Together, we will let this light guide our steps.

Hanging of the Greens — November 30 (Bring a Friend!)
Walk in Hope

We begin our Advent journey by decorating the sanctuary with greens, lights, and symbols of
Christ’s coming. This is one of the most joyful and welcoming services of the year—and a
wonderful Sunday to bring a friend.

Walk in Peace — December 7
John the Baptist calls us to prepare the way, clearing space in our hearts for God’s peace to take
root.

Walk in Joy — December 14 (Children’s Pageant)
Our children lead us in worship, music, and celebration. Another excellent Sunday to invite families
and friends.




Walk in Love — December 21 (Morning Service)
Emmanuel—God with us. Love made visible, love that walks beside us.

Longest Night/Blue Christmas Service — December 21 at 3 p.m., Chapel on the Green
A gentle, quiet service for all who carry grief, stress, or weariness during the holidays. We light
candles, speak names, and remember together that no one walks the dark night alone.

Christmas Eve — December 24 at 7 p.m.

The Light of Peace for a Weary World: Songs and Stories

A candlelit service of Scripture, music, and reflection. A beautiful night to invite someone longing for
peace, comfort, or connection.

Christmas Hymn Sing & Lunch— December 28
We end the year in joyful song, choosing our favorite carols together. Stay afterward for a warm
Christmas lunch—a celebration of fellowship and community.

This Advent, may we walk the Way of Christ with hope, peace, joy, and love. And may we
remember: Christ is never lost. Christ cannot be stolen. Christ goes with us—because we
carry Him.

Please join us on the journey. And | hope you will bring a friend along the way.

Peace in God’s Love,
Pastor Elizabeth

From the Desk of the Chair...
“But you, Lord, are a compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and
faithfulness.” —Psalm 86:15

The new carpet has been installed. What a project this has been! If you have not seen this
lovely transformation, come on by and sink your feet in.

The process of becoming a WISE (Welcoming, Inclusive, Supportive, Engaged) Congregation for Mental
Health is underway. This will let those in the community living with mental health challenges, the
neurodivergent community, and substance abuse challenges know we are a safe environment for worship.
We have sent our statement of intent for our Congregation to the UCC Mental Health Network and this has
been accepted. We have written our covenant. Now begins the important work of awareness. This will be on-
going in the months to come.

The Little Pantry and Little Library are both still serving our community quite well. ltems are rotated
weekly. Donations are welcomed and appreciated (bins are at the back of the sanctuary).

We have scheduled a Pet Blessing in April with Pastor Elizabeth and lay helpers to keep our furry friends
welcome and happy.

“For your great loving kindness reaches to the heavens, and your truth to the skies.” —Psalms 57:10

Upcoming events to be aware of:

Dec 4: Bingo

Dec 8: Lifeline Screenings

Dec 13: Cookie Walk

Dec 14: Youth Christmas Pageant

Dec 19: Daybreak Lunch

Dec 19-20: 6th-12th Grade Youth Lock-In
Dec 21: Christmas Service Chapel on the Green 3pm
Dec 24: Christmas Eve Service 7pm

Dec 24-25: Office Closed

Dec 28: PJ Worship/Hymn Sing Sunday
Dec 31-Jan1: Office Closed

As always, do not hesitate to reach out for any specific comments or concerns.
Blessings,

Carrie DeFuss

SLT Chairperson




“And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have
seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and
truth.”- John 1:14

Care team wishes you a beloved Christmas.
We are here for you during this Christmas season.

MISSIONS MINISTRY NEWS
December 2025

Soup Sunday on November 16th netted $354.00 for our Pastoral Care Fund. Thanks to the Green
Group and all who contributed to make this happen.

The A.I1.D (Association for Individual Development) Christmas Tree is up in the narthex with tags
showing $$ amounts. Please take one or more tags giving what you can towards this project. Write
a check to our church for the dollar amount. Mark the check for A.I.D. and place in the offering plate.

December 14th is the deadline for our collection. All the recipients are appreciative of our church’s
generosity. A BIG THANK YOU all for caring and helping to make this happen.

One of our 5 for 5 Mission Givings that Y.C.U.C.C. supports is “The Christmas Fund”, for all the
sacrifices that clergy and lay church workers have made in our congregations. Over 100 years ago
the Pension Boards of the United Church of Christ created the Christmas Fund for the Cross and
the Emergency Fund to help support them in retirement and during times of emergency need. The
Christmas Fund provides Supplementation of Small Annuities, Supplementation of Health
Premiums, Emergency Grants, and Christmas “Thank You” Gift Checks for retirees and those facing
unforeseen financial hardship. Mark your donation 5 for 5 Christmas Fund and place in the offering
plate, on-line designate 5 for 5 Christmas Fund, or mail it in designating for the 5 for 5 Christmas
Fund. Please be sure to designate “5 for 5 Christmas Fund”. Dedication Sunday is planned for
December 21st.

Our next Soup Sunday will be in January of 2026 on the 18th. Proceeds will benefit the La Salle
Veterans Home in LaSalle, IL.

What’s Happening in Building and Grounds
Submitted by Alex Houle
BUILDING / ", GROUNDS The Building & Grounds team has been worklng hard to keep this running
v smooth and looking good. We got new carpets in the Narthex and
Sanctuary. They look great! We also cut down that mostly dead pin oak

tree out front. We had a great turnout on November 8". Thanks for everyone’s help.

B&G continues to meet each Tuesday morning at
10:00am. Please join us. ALL ARE WELCOME!!!




Join us for BINGO the first Thursday of the
month!
1:00 pm
Fellowship Hall
No RSVP needed!

GRIEF
SUPPOR'T
GROUP

We understand that grief doesn’t have a timeline. We've added a grief
support group on the first Sunday of the month after worship. All are
available to attend. Speak with Pastor Elizabeth for more information.

Feeling cranky and unfriendly?
Please don’t sign up to greet

But if you're feeling your usual smiling, friendly self, then PLEASE DO sign up to
greet people arriving for worship. You can sign up for one or more Sundays on the
bulletin board in the Narthex. It’s an easy job. All you have to do is smile, maybe open
the door, shake hands, and say hello to those arriving. You're going to know almost
all of the people and find they are also very friendly. That makes the job really easy!

If someone you don’t know comes in, there will be a member of the Outreach Ministry
nearby to help you out. They will make sure the visitor gets a welcome packet, a
bulletin, a tour of the building if they want one, and even someone to sit with them.

You just have to keep being your pleasant, smiling, friendly self.
It's really easy. Please give it a try and sign up soon.

WELCE ME
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Save the Date!

Youth Group Christmas Lock-in
December 19-20th from 6:00pm-9:00am

All 6th-12th grade students are invited for a
night of fun, fellowship, and our annual
Christmas party!

A permission slip and more information will be
sent out at a later date.

Caring for Our Earth During the Holidays
When: Thanksgiving through Mid-January
Where: Look for labeled boxes in church entrance
RECYCLING THESE ITEMS

OLD/ BROKEN/ UNWANTED HOLIDAY LIGHT STRINGS
Tie up, or bag up light strings

svha Ben i

POLYSTYRENE (STYROFOAM) PRODUCTS (RECYCLING SYMBOL #6)

Y Ve
Examples
CLEAN Packaging Materials - shaped or molded
Styrofoam food service containers
Cups, plates, bowls, take-out containers

Guidelines for Recycling Foam Products:
Rinse cups and containers to rid them of food.
Place foam in a large plastic bag
NO straws or lids
NO foam insulation
NO packaging peanuts
Iltems may be brought in plastic bags

This environmental project is sponsored by YCUCC's Green Team, who will be responsible for taking all of
the dropped off materials to companies that will recycle the used items.

Next meeting will be Monday January 5, 2026, 6:30 p.m. at the church.
Green Team will meet to talk about and plan for the New Year.
You are invited to join us and share your ideas!
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LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR

My much-loved friends, love each other, for love comes from the Great

Spirit. All who love have been born of him and know him.
-1John 4:7 (First Nations Version)

MINISTRY

It’s a little late but | wanted to thankful for all who participated in fellowship with us!
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+4%3A7&version=NRSV
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Please join J.0.Y. Circle in volunteering at

~ ~ Feed My Starving Children ~ ~
in Aurora on Tuesday, January 20, 2026.

*11:30 a.m.-1:15 p.m.*

~~ Lunch at a local restaurant will follow FMSC. ~~

Reserved spots are required and fill up quickly!
If you wish to volunteer, sign the form located at the Welcome Center
by Sunday, January 4, 2026,

or contact Peg Trumble at pjltrumble@comcast.net

What’s for Dinner?

Join us for dinner every Wednesday
from 5:00-6:30 pm!

December 3rd— Soup and Sandwiches
December 10th— Tacos
December 17th— Sloppy Joes
December 24th— No Dinner
December 31st— No Dinner
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YORKVILLE CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH 409 CENTER PARKWAY,
YORKVILLE (630) 553-7308

CHRISTMAS COOKIE SALE

Saturday, December 13th
9:00 AM to 12:00 PM

What is a Cookie Walk?

You will receive a cookie box and plastic gloves on entry. Select
the cookies of your choice by walking around several different
tables, placing the cookies of your choice in your box. When
you are ready to checkout, your cookies will be weighed, and
you pay the cashier by the pound.

$10.00 per pound/ $18.00 per two pounds

To make this work - we need lots of cookies from the wonderful
bakers in our congregation. If possible, please bake at least 5
dozen of the same type of cookie. Drop off for cookies is Friday,
the 12th, between 2:00 -7:00 pm.

Sign up on the bulletin board in the Narthex or emaiil:

ddillowl015@comcast.net or Cookiegma@comcast.net

Please help us make this a great event again this year by being
a baker, a buyer, a helper - or all 3!

il We advertise our sale to the community, and it has been a loved
event. Proceeds will be given to a local charity.



mailto:ddillow1015@comcast.net

Rummage & Bake Sale
‘Final’ Total: $17,517.06

Many thanks are extended to our YCUCC g
Church Family, Pastor Elizabeth, Robin
Campos, Alex Houle, Tony Houle/B&G,
and J.0.Y. Circle for volunteering your time, energy, donations, and baked goods toward the 2025 Fall R&B Sale,
Proceed disbursements were determined at J.0.Y. Circle’s November 18" meeting: Bake Sale ($2,403.40) benefits CE/VBS;
Collectibles/Jewelry ($3,250.00), Knit & Crochet ($328.75), and General Merchandise ($10,189.91) benefit both YCUCC's
Operational Expenses, and multiple, charitable organizations, which include A.1.D., Chapel on the Green, Feed My Starving
Children, Kendall County Community Food Pantry, Mutual Ground, Neighbors-in-Need Emergency Fund, Shepherd’s Table
(Daybreak Shelter), Suicide Prevention Services, Wayside Cross Ministries, We Are Called to Care,
and YCUCC Reserve-for-Special-Needs Fund.
In cooperation with Lori Atkins & Monika Lukes from World Relief, Love Your Neighbor Ministry, Refugee Voucher donations,
and J.0.Y Circle, 19 refugee families attended the 2025 Fall R&B Salel
Thank you, everyone, for helping make the 2025 Fall Rummage & Bake Sale another HUGE Success!
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IHANK YOU _
Volunteers!

We couldn’t do it without vou

2026 Spring R & B Sale
April 17 & 18, 2026
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CAMINO - - CAMINO
FRANCES PORTUGUES

~ A DIFFERENT SORT OF PILGRIMAGE ~

* Presented by Lori Runkle *

Lon's J.O.Y. Circle presentation on Tuesday, November 18, 2025,
comparing the Camino Francés Pilgrimage in the spring of 2023

to the Camino Portugués Pilgrimage in the spring of 2025 while hiking the 300 plus mile
Atlantic Coastal Route with childhood friend Tina was very informative and inspiring!

She presented distinct differences between the two pilgrimages. Thank you for sharing your experience/s with us, Lori,

Also, thanks to Jillian Runkle for helping prepare the slide show presentation!

Join us for Remembrance Sunday
January 18th at 10:00am

In the embrace of God’s eternal grace, Yorkville
Congregational United Church of Christ will gather in
person and online to celebrate the lives of those who died
in 2025. The members of YCUCC who died will be named
and commemorated during the service. The service will

feature prayers, a homily and uplifting music.

If you are participating remotely, please have a candle at
home to light during the service to commemorate the life of
people you loved.
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Those Grieving:

Those in Cancer Treatment:
Pearl Undesser

Health Concerns: General Concerns:
Fred Anderson The Prochaska Family
Deb Bezroukoff The Mendell Family
Rick Falato The Hughes Family
Gayle Jacobs

Wyatt Jones

Jonathan Lamp

Finley Walker

Homebound/Assisted Living:
Fred Anderson, Delores Cruise, Pat Dietz, Dave Encinas, Gayle Jacobs,
and Fred Wayne

— October 2025 2025 - 2026 Monthly Average Financial Status

$35,000
$30,000
$25,000

$20,000

$15,000

YORKVILLE CONGREGATIONAL

#~\ UNITED CHURCH
W) OF CHRIST

* ajust world for all

$10,000

$3,000

s-

$(5.000) Ocotber

Budget
Surplus

$/10,000) (Shortage)

${15,000)
${20,000)

$(25,000)
mincome =Expense mOperating (Shortage) or Surplus = Budget Shortage
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December Birthdays

Second Sunday of Advent
VIOLET

Bob Clack 02
Terri Frisk 03
Ronan Heffernan 04
Wyatt Jones 05
Craig Emmert 08
Nancy Modery 09
Josh Kolowski 09
Aidan Mendell 09
Giovanni Olvera 10
Sue Kimes 1
Amy Ems 12
Melissa Olvera 12
Suzie Pratt 12
Gavin Redmon 13
Anne Stout 17
Barb Davis 17
Jim Anderson 19
Joey Jerabek 22
Parker Trumble 25
Gail Gaebler 30
Jeff Kline 31

Matt 3:1-12

Third Sunday of Advent
VIOLET
Matt 11:2-11

Fourth Sunday of Advent
VIOLET
Matt 1:18-25

Christmas Eve
WHITE

Luke 2:4-20
Titus 3:4-7

Christmas Day
WHITE
Ps 96

First Sunday After Christmas
WHITE
Isa. 35:1-10

I December Anniversaries I

12/15 Erik and Mike Mallon 14 Years
12/18 Gerry and Leslie Inukai 48 Years
Date Acolytes Liturgists Sermon Titles
1217 Rhylen Rebsom Evan Griffin Walk in Peace
- Walk in Joy:
12/14 Benajmin DeFuss None Children’s Pageant
12/21 Lincoln Skinner Sandy deRidder Walk in Love
The Light of Peace for a Weary
12/24 TBD None World: Songs and Stories
12/28 ON BREAK None Hymn Sing Sunday
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Our Mission Statement
To live as Jesus lived: Love without Judgement, Welcome without Exception,
Serve with Compassion, Teach by Example.

Our Vision Statement
God's community of unconditional love, made real for everyone, everywhere.

Open & Affirming Covenant

YCUCC is an open and affirming congregation that seeks to meet each child of God—persons from the full diversity of
creation including gender, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, physical and intellectual ability, age, race,
nationality, economic and social status, faith background, marital standing and family structure—where they are on life’s

journey as together we seek to transform all our lives through Christ’s Gospel.

Watch our church services on the internet!!

Facebook: Click here OR Website: Click here OR

3. Scroll down to select
the appropriate sermon
date.

4. Click the arrow to view
the sermon video.

3. Scroll down to select
the appropriate
sermon date.

4. Click the arrow to view
the sermon video.

YouTube.com: Click here OR

1. Go to our YCUCC 1. Go to our 1. Go to the search bar.
Facebook page. YorkvilleUCC.org 2. Type in "Yorkville

2. Click on the videos tab home page. Congregational United
on the left side of the 2. Click on the Worship/ Church of Christ".
home page. Media Tab. 3. Click on the channel.

. Select the appropriate

sermon date.

. Click the arrow to view the

sermon video.

Yorkville Congregational Church
United Church of Christ

409 Center Parkway
Yorkville, IL 60560
Phone: (630) 553-7308
E-Mail: adminasst@yorkvilleucc.org
Web Page: www.yorkvilleucc.org

December 2025
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https://www.facebook.com/pg/yorkvilleucc/videos/?ref=page_internal
http://yorkvilleucc.org/media/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNpDt_3tB1VbyNbsiihhv_g

